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learning goal
The goal of this activity is for students to develop strategies for dividing 

whole numbers using math manipulatives in fair share situations. Students 
will increase their efficiency in using partial products to divide numbers.

suggested use

This activity builds the foundation that students will use to eventually master the 
standard algorithm for division. Students will gradually become more efficient in their 

strategies which includes forming partial quotients to share the money evenly.

materials & prep

Set the stage for this activity by telling 
students that they will need to divide $645 
evenly between 5 people, and that all of this 
money is in $1 bills. As students think about 
this situation, they will quickly realize that 
dividing $645 one bill at a time is inefficient. 
Ask them to share out what ideas they have 
for making the transaction more efficient. 
Students should bring up the idea of using 
larger bills. Students can record these ideas 
on the top half of their reflection sheet.

With this idea in mind, students can work 
in their small groups to solve 4 envelopes. 

Each envelope will ask them to share money 
evenly among a set number of people and 
use the “bank” at their station to make 
exchanges in order to find the amount that 
each person gets. As they make exchanges, 
they will keep track of their work on the 
student work page.

After completing the envelopes, students 
reflect on their process for sharing the 
money evenly with a written response and 
extension question that relate back to the 
scenario they discussed at the beginning of 
the activity.

• Sharing Money cards

• Envelopes

• Play money ($1s, $10s, $100s, $1,000s)

• Student work pages

Print and cut the cards. Tape one card to the 
outside of each envelope. Insert the correct 
amount of money into the envelope using the 
fewest number of bills. Place one envelope and 
a small “bank” of money that students use to 
make exchanges at stations around the room. 
Provide each student with a work page.

directions

Whole Group Small Group Partners Independent

    haring money    haring money
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na me: 

Show your thinking for each of the problems using numbers, models, or words.

Envelope               Envelope               

Envelope               Envelope               
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reflection: before the activit y

reflection: after the activit y

Imagine you need to divide $645 between 
5 people. All of this money is in $1 bills. 
Would this be efficient?

What would be a more efficient way to 
divide $645 than using all $1 bills? 

How does splitting up and dividing a 
quotient by place value (thousands, 
hundreds, tens, and ones) make it easier 
to divide large numbers?

Show how you might divide $645 ÷ 5. 
See if you can do it without using your 
play money!

na me: 

    haring money    haring money



©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

Th
er

e 
is 

$3
96

 in
sid

e.
Sh

ar
e 

th
e 

m
on

ey
 e

ve
nl

y 
be

tw
ee

n 
6 

pe
op

le
. H

ow
 m

uc
h 

do
es

 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 g
et

?
$6

6

Th
er

e 
is 

$7
55

 in
sid

e.
Sh

ar
e 

th
e 

m
on

ey
 e

ve
nl

y 
 

be
tw

ee
n 

5 
pe

op
le

. H
ow

 m
uc

h 
do

es
 e

ac
h 

pe
rs

on
 g

et
?

$1
51

Th
er

e 
is 

$4
52

 in
sid

e
Sh

ar
e 

th
e 

m
on

ey
 e

ve
nl

y 
 

be
tw

ee
n 

4 
pe

op
le

. H
ow

 m
uc

h 
do

es
 e

ac
h 

pe
rs

on
 g

et
?

$1
13

Th
er

e 
is 

$6
93

 in
sid

e.
Sh

ar
e 

th
e 

m
on

ey
 e

ve
nl

y 
 

be
tw

ee
n 

3 
pe

op
le

. H
ow

 m
uc

h 
do

es
 e

ac
h 

pe
rs

on
 g

et
?

$2
31

D
C

B
A

a
n

sw
er

 k
ey



sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

sh
ar

in
g m

on
ey

©
C

O
P

Y
R

IG
H

T
 M

IX
 A

N
D

 M
A

T
H

en
ve

lo
pe

en
ve

lo
pe

Th
er

e 
is 

$5
,6

50
 in

sid
e.

Sh
ar

e 
th

e 
m

on
ey

 e
ve

nl
y 

 
be

tw
ee

n 
5 

pe
op

le
. H

ow
 m

uc
h 

do
es

 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 g
et

?
$1

,13
0

Th
er

e 
is 

$7
,3

26
 in

sid
e.

Sh
ar

e 
th

e 
m

on
ey

 e
ve

nl
y 

 
be

tw
ee

n 
6 

pe
op

le
. H

ow
 m

uc
h 

do
es

 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 g
et

?
$1

,2
21

Th
er

e 
is 

$8
,5

64
 in

sid
e.

Sh
ar

e 
th

e 
m

on
ey

 e
ve

nl
y 

 
be

tw
ee

n 
4 

pe
op

le
. H

ow
 m

uc
h 

do
es

 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 g
et

?
$2

,14
1

Th
er

e 
is 

$1
,2

39
 in

sid
e.

Sh
ar

e 
th

e 
m

on
ey

 e
ve

nl
y 

 
be

tw
ee

n 
3 

pe
op

le
. H

ow
 m

uc
h 

do
es

 e
ac

h 
pe

rs
on

 g
et

?
$4

13

H
G

F
E

a
n

sw
er

 k
ey



© CO P Y R I G H T M I X  A N D M AT H

play  moneyplay  money
Print the money on thick cardstock. Laminate the money and  
cut each of the bills out. If you’d like a variety of colors, print 

different bills out on different colored cardstock.
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play  moneyplay  money
Print the money on thick cardstock. Laminate the money and  
cut each of the bills out. If you’d like a variety of colors, print 

different bills out on different colored cardstock.
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play money
Print the money on thick cardstock. Laminate the money and  

cut each of the bills out. If you’d like a variety of colors, print different  
bills out on different colored cardstock.
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play  moneyplay  money
Print the money on thick cardstock. Laminate the money and  
cut each of the bills out. If you’d like a variety of colors, print 
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play money
Print the money on thick cardstock. Laminate the money and  
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bills out on different colored cardstock.
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play money
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Thank you for downloading this resource! I hope you and your students enjoy  
using it in your classroom! Below you will find information about how this resource 
can and cannot be used. Thank you for partnering with me in protecting my work! 
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you may: 

• �Save this resource to your
personal and/or work computer.

• �Print and make as many copies
of this resource as you need to
for the students that you teach
in your classroom.

• �Post this resource on your
secured learning management
platform (i.e. Google Classroom,
Schoology, etc.)

you may not: 

• �Share this resource with other
teachers and/or colleagues.

• Post this resource online in any 
place other than your secured 
learning management platform 
(i.e. classroom/personal website, 
network drives, or any other 
sharing websites.)

• �Claim this work as your own or
recreate it to sell online.

thank you!
g

terms of use

© Copyright 2021. Mix and Math. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy pages specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original 
licensee. The production of any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. Copying any part of this product and placing it on the internet in any form (even 

a personal/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

MIX AND MATH 360° 
Mix and Math 360° is the only online membership created 
specifically for 4th and 5th grade math teachers with the 
purpose of building teachers’ understanding of the math 
concepts they teach and increasing their comfortability in 
facilitating hands-on learning experiences with their students. 
Through concept-specific professional development videos, 
hands-on teaching resources, and a collaborative community 
of upper elementary math teachers, Mix and Math 360° 
supports the growth journey of math teachers so that they 
have the content knowledge, strategies, and confidence to 
inspire a generation of empowered math learners.

https://www.youtube.com/mixandmath
https://www.instagram.com/mixandmath
https://www.facebook.com/mixandmath/
mailto: hello@mixandmath.com
https://www.mixandmath.com



